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	1 Jesus was going through Jericho, 2 where a man named Zacchaeus lived. He was in charge of collecting taxes and was very rich. 3-4 Jesus was heading his way, and Zacchaeus wanted to see what he was like. But Zacchaeus was a short man and could not see over the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree.
	5 When Jesus got there, he looked up and said, “Zacchaeus, hurry down! I want to stay with you today.” 6 Zacchaeus hurried down and gladly welcomed Jesus.
	7 Everyone who saw this started grumbling, “This man Zacchaeus is a sinner! And Jesus is going home to eat with him.”
	8 Later that day Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “I will give half of my property to the poor. And I will now pay back four times as much to everyone I have ever cheated.”
	9 Jesus said to Zacchaeus, “Today you and your family have been saved, because you are a true son of Abraham. 10 The Son of Man came to look for and to save people who are lost.”	  	      Luke 19:1-10 (CEV)

  

1.	JESUS ENTERS _____ _______, NOT ______ ________
“When Jesus got there, he looked up and said, ‘Zacchaeus, hurry down! I want to stay with you today.’”  
								
When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they asked his disciples: “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
								           Mark 2:16-17 (NIV)



2.	GRACE RESHAPES _______ BEFORE IT RESHAPES __________
       “Zacchaeus hurried down and gladly welcomed Jesus…Later that day 	Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “I will give half of my 	property to the poor. And I will now pay back four times as much to 	everyone I have ever cheated.”
	

"…for where your treasure is, there your heart [your wishes, your desires; that on which your life centers] will be also."                  		         Matthew 6:21 (AMP)




3.	_______________ GROWS FAITH BETTER THAN ___________
“Everyone who saw this started grumbling, ‘This man Zacchaeus is a sinner! And Jesus is going home to eat with him.’…Jesus said to Zacchaeus, ‘Today you and your family have been saved, because you are a true son of Abraham.’”	                                            

“‘Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?’ On hearing this, Jesus said, ‘It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.”	                    Matthew 9:11-13 (NIV)	






This Week’s Challenge:

1. Stop postponing spiritual openness until life feels settled
· Challenge the instinct to say: “Once things calm down… once schedules change… once we’re doing better…”
· Consider: What would it look like to welcome Jesus into the version of life you actually have this week?

2. Be patient with progress, both yours and others’
· Remember:
· Change emerges best from relationship
· Growth fueled by grace lasts longer than growth driven by pressure

3. Let mercy shape faith building
· Even so, you must remember: Mercy does not remove truth; it creates space for it to take root
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	1 Jesus was going through Jericho, 2 where a man named Zacchaeus lived. He was in charge of collecting taxes and was very rich. 3-4 Jesus was heading his way, and Zacchaeus wanted to see what he was like. But Zacchaeus was a short man and could not see over the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree.
	5 When Jesus got there, he looked up and said, “Zacchaeus, hurry down! I want to stay with you today.” 6 Zacchaeus hurried down and gladly welcomed Jesus.
	7 Everyone who saw this started grumbling, “This man Zacchaeus is a sinner! And Jesus is going home to eat with him.”
	8 Later that day Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “I will give half of my property to the poor. And I will now pay back four times as much to everyone I have ever cheated.”
	9 Jesus said to Zacchaeus, “Today you and your family have been saved, because you are a true son of Abraham. 10 The Son of Man came to look for and to save people who are lost.”	  	      Luke 19:1-10 (CEV)

  

1.	JESUS ENTERS REAL SPACE, NOT IDEAL SPACE
“When Jesus got there, he looked up and said, ‘Zacchaeus, hurry down! I want to stay with you today.’”  
								
When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they asked his disciples: “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
								           Mark 2:16-17 (NIV)



2.	GRACE RESHAPES VALUES BEFORE IT RESHAPES BEHAVIOR
       “Zacchaeus hurried down and gladly welcomed Jesus…Later that day 	Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “I will give half of my 	property to the poor. And I will now pay back four times as much to 	everyone I have ever cheated.”
	

"…for where your treasure is, there your heart [your wishes, your desires; that on which your life centers] will be also."                  		         Matthew 6:21 (AMP)




3.	RELATIONSHIP GROWS FAITH BETTER THAN RELIGION
“Everyone who saw this started grumbling, ‘This man Zacchaeus is a sinner! And Jesus is going home to eat with him.’…Jesus said to Zacchaeus, ‘Today you and your family have been saved, because you are a true son of Abraham.’”	                                            

“‘Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?’ On hearing this, Jesus said, ‘It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.”	                    Matthew 9:11-13 (NIV)	






This Week’s Challenge:

1. Stop postponing spiritual openness until life feels settled
· Challenge the instinct to say: “Once things calm down… once schedules change… once we’re doing better…”
· Consider: What would it look like to welcome Jesus into the version of life you actually have this week?

2. Be patient with progress, both yours and others’
· Remember:
· Change emerges best from relationship
· Growth fueled by grace lasts longer than growth driven by pressure

3. Let mercy shape faith building
· Even so, you must remember: Mercy does not remove truth; it creates space for it to take root

